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CoSMi – Collection of Sea Microorganisms 
 

Simplified MTA for LEGITIMATE EXCHANGE 

 

 
 

MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT 
 

between  
 

CoSMi [COLLECTION/PROVIDER]  
 

and  
 

_________________________________________ [RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER] 
 

 
TO BE SIGNED BY THE [RESPONSIBLE SCIENTIST/CURATOR] 

 
 
 
This template can be used for the transfer of the MATERIAL between scientists working in 
the same Laboratory, Institution, Research Group, or between partners in different Institu-
tions collaborating on a defined joint project, for non-commercial purposes (”LEGITIMATE 
EXCHANGE”). This also includes the transfer of MATERIAL1 between public service culture 
collections and biological resource centers (BRCs) for deposit purposes.  
 
Legitimate exchange is permitted only if further distribution by the RECEIVING COLLEC-
TION/USER occurs under MTA conditions that are equivalent to and compatible with the 
standard MTA established and implemented by the COLLECTION/PROVIDER. 
 
Please sign and send to cosmi@ogs.it 
The dispatch of the MATERIAL listed in Annex I will NOT be processed until a sig-
nature is received.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 MATERIAL: Biological material originally supplied to the COLLECTION by the DEPOSITOR, and progeny of 
the original biological material. The MATERIAL shall not include MODIFICATIONS, meant as Substances pro-
duced by the RECIPIENT by using the MATERIAL, which are not the original MATERIAL, progeny, or unmodi-
fied derivatives, and which have new properties. MODIFICATIONS include, but are not limited to, recombinant 
DNA clones [e.g. homologous recombination products, cassette exchange products, germ line transmission 
products, crosses, breeding varieties, cell fusions, sub-cloning products etc.] [e.g.: homologous recombination 
products, germ line transmission products, crossover products, novel varieties, cell fusion, sub-clonation prod-
ucts, and so on]. 
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Terms and conditions 
 

1. Purpose of the MATERIAL exchange. The MATERIAL may be used for: 

● a) non commercial utilization2: non commercial research purposes only and is not 

for use in humans (including food or cosmetic preparations) or for clinical or veteri-

nary purposes; 

● b) deposit/maintenance/conservation only: the MATERIAL will not be used for 

research purposes and will not be supplied either to third parties or within further 

legitimate exchanges; 

● c) deposit/maintenance/conservation and/or non commercial utilization 

and/or subsequent distribution to the user community: the MATERIAL can be 

supplied either to third parties or within further legitimate exchanges, provided that 

the MATERIAL supplied/transferred to subsequent users/third parties will not be 

used for commercial purposes and that the subsequent user/third party will abide by 

the PIC3 and MAT4 and/or IRCC5 and any other condition under which the MATE-

RIAL was originally acquired. The RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER must have 

similar terms and conditions including that MATERIAL can only be used for non-

commercial research purposes and that their customers cannot subsequently dis-

tribute strains purchased from the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER. For MATE-

RIAL on the scope of the Nagoya Protocol, it may have associated documents avail-

able (PIC, MAT, IRCC): the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER must take into due 

account the conditions and terms thereof and transfer all documents to the subse-

quent user.  

 
2 NON-COMMERCIAL UTILIZATION: UTILIZATION of the MATERIAL for purposes including but not limited to 
taxonomy, basic research, education, or quality control purposes independent of the legal/commercial status of 
the RECIPIENT. “Utilization” means to conduct research and development on the genetic and/or biochemical 
composition of the MATERIAL, including through the application of biotechnology, as defined by art. 2 of the 
Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD).  
3 PRIOR INFORMED CONSENT (PIC): permit issued by the Competent National Authority of a Providing Coun-
try prior to accessing Genetic Resources. 
4 MUTUALLY AGREED TERMS (MAT): an agreement reached between a Providing country of Genetic re-
sources and the accessing natural or legal person (“user”) with respect to the conditions of access to genetic 
resources in the provider country and the benefits to be shared between both Parties. 
5 INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE (IRCC): a domestic access permit that 
has been made available to the ABS Clearing House (https://absch.cbd.int/) 
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2. Commercial use is prohibited. The MATERIAL supplied/transferred by the COL-

LECTION/PROVIDER cannot be used for commercial purposes. For MATERIAL 

regulated by the Nagoya Protocol, it may have associated documents available 

(PIC, MAT, IRCC) and the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER must take into due 

account the conditions and terms thereof. For all other MATERIAL, commercial use 

of products is defined as using the material for the purpose of profit generation. The 

income obtained from the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER and generated from 

the distribution of exchange MATERIAL is not to be intended as a commercial use. 

[Individual requests for commercial use of the Material can be considered on a case-

by-case basis by COLLECTION/PROVIDER management, in which case the RE-

CEIVING COLLECTION/USER should direct their customers to contact the COL-

LECTION/PROVIDER once the commercial use is anticipated]. [If the RECEIVING 

COLLECTION/USER 's research results in an invention, at least [12] weeks before 

filing a patent application or a similar intellectual property right involving the MATE-

RIAL or its use, the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER shall notify the COLLEC-

TION/PROVIDER and will enter a separate agreement in good faith with the COUN-

TRY OF ORIGIN, as appropriate, and/or the DEPOSITOR and/or the COLLECTION 

depending on the origin of the strain]. 

3. Nagoya Protocol compliance. Prior Informed Consent (PIC), Mutually Agreed 

Terms (MAT), Internationally Recognized Certificate of Compliance (IRCC) and/or 

an additional (depositor-originated) Material Transfer Agreement (MTA) may ac-

company the MATERIAL, if in scope of the Nagoya protocol. The RECEIVING CUL-

TURE COLLECTION/USER shall download these documents, which are available 

for download in the COLLECTION/PROVIDER Catalogue, adhere to the provisions 

defined therein, and retain the documents for 20 years after the MATERIAL is last 

used.  

4. If the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER intends to submit sequence data to an In-

ternational Nucleotide Sequence Database Collaboration (INSDC) data repository 

[e.g., GenBank/EMBL/DDBJ], the RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER shall include 

the appropriate unique identifier provided by the COLLECTION, along with the 

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN of the MATERIAL. Such submissions shall comply with ap-

plicable national and international laws implementing the Nagoya Protocol to the 
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Convention on Biological Diversity and any relevant documentation pertaining to 

ABS with regard to the MATERIAL. Furthermore, the RECEIVING COLLEC-

TION/USER shall provide the COLLECTION/PROVIDER with a comprehensive list 

of such deposits, including GenBank/EMBL/DDBJ Accession numbers, within three 

(3) months from the date of each deposit, except as otherwise governed by applica-

ble regulations.].  

5. Future publications. The RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER shall reference the 

COLLECTION/PROVIDER, including the MATERIAL ID number(s) (unique identifi-

ers) and the COUNTRY OF ORIGIN of the MATERIAL, in all written, electronic, and 

oral publications and reports. This shall be in accordance with applicable national 

and international laws implementing the Nagoya Protocol to the Convention on Bio-

logical Diversity, as well as any relevant documentation pertaining to ABS regarding 

the MATERIAL. The RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER shall provide the COLLEC-

TION/PROVIDER with a copy of each publication that references the scientific re-

search conducted using the MATERIAL within three (3) months of its publication 

date, except as otherwise governed by applicable regulations. 

 

 

The COLLECTION/PROVIDER 

CoSMi – Collection of Sea Microorgan-
isms 

Name/Surname and position in the Or-
ganization (block letters) 

______________________________ 

 

 

The RECEIVING COLLECTION/USER 

___________________________ 

 

Name/Surname and position in the Or-
ganization (block letters) 

______________________________ 

Authorized signatory: 

______________________________ 

Authorized signatory: 

______________________________ 

Place/date  

______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Place/date  

______________________________ 
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Annex 1: DESCRIPTION FORM 

Supplied material Documents 

Strain Identi-
fication 
number 

Organ-
ism type 

Organ-
ism spe-
cies 

Biologi-
cal 
Safety 
Level 
(BSL) 

Geo-
graphic 
origin 

Nagoya 
compli-
ance: con-
dition* 

PIC MAT IRCC Other** 

          
          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

 
* Condition of strain collection: 
1)    - prior to Oct 2014 
       - in High seas or region covered by the Antarctic Treaty 
       - in Country that is non-party to the CBD 
       - in Country that is a party to CBD and to NP, but provides free access to their genetic resources. 
 No documents required 
 
2)  - in Country that is a party to CBD, but not NP 
      - in Country that is party to CBD and to NP and does not provide free access but the sample was col-

lected before October 12, 2014 or before the national ABS legislation went into force in that Country  
Documents recommended, in any form which confirms that the strain was legally acquired (these may be per-

mits or written permission statements from a body entitled) 
 
3) - in Country that is a party to CBD and a party of NP and does not provide free access and sample was 

collected after the national ABS legislation went in force in this country  
Document required that are issued in whatever valid form under national ABS legislation in the country of 

origin, typically this could be one or more of the following:  PIC – Prior Informed Consent; MAT – Mu-
tually Agreed Terms; MTA – Material Transfer Agreement; IRCC - Internationally Recognised Certifi-
cate of Compliance 

 
** MTA and/or other documents such as collection permits from National parks, landowners etc., not based 

on ABS legislation 
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Copies of relevant documentation, as indicated below, is annexed to this document if rele-
vant to the MATERIAL, and forms part of the Agreement:  

● IRCC n. _____________________ 
● PIC n. _____________________ 
● MAT n. _____________________ 
● MTA n. _________________________ 
● OTHER n. _________________________ 

 
 

 


